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Book Honors Women Engineers

Despite progress in other fields,
women represent less than 10 per-
cent of the engineering workforce, and
a new book aimed at increasing their
numbers pays homage to four University
of Florida faculty members.
“Changing Our World: True Stories
of Women Engineers” includes pro-
files of UF Provost Janie Fouke and
faculty members Wendy Graham,
Dorota Haman and Carol Lehtola of
UF's Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences.
The book was published by the
American Society of Civil Engineers
as part of the Extraordinary Woman
Engineers Project, an effort by more
than 50 organizations to encourage
young women to pursue engineering
careers.
The four UF faculty members were
chosen for inclusion by a committee
that reviewed hundreds of nominations

from various engineering societies, said

Graham, chair of UF’s agricultural and
biological engineering department.

Fouke, a biomedical engineer who
was recognized for her work on asthma,
said the nation needs all the highly
trained people it can possibly attract.

“It’s not strictly a gender-based issue,
but since women make up half of the
youth population, it’s important to reach
out to them,” she said.

Graham, profiled for research on
reducing nutrient pollution in ground-
water, said young women should con-
sider engineering because it offers many
career options.

“I think it’s incredibly important to
show young women what they can con-
tribute to the world, and this book does
a great job of showing what’s possible
through engineering,” she said.

Lehtola, an agricultural safety expert
who was recognized for her efforts to
reduce tractor accidents, said when

she was in high school there were few
options for girls.

“I did really well in math and science,
but I couldn’t see myself becoming a
high school teacher, which was the tradi-
tional science opportunity for women at
the time,” Lehtola said. “There weren’t
a lot of role models for me, so I'm glad
to have a chance to offer inspiration to
young women now.”

Haman said it’s important for univer-
sities to hire women engineers. An irriga-
tion expert, she was profiled for helping
farmers around the world.

“Female students need to see women
engineers in leadership roles, and I think
it benefits male students as well,” she
said.

The following are excerpts from
“Changing Our World: True Stories of
Women Engineers” by Sybil E. Hatch.
For more information on the project,

visit http://www.engineeringwomen.org/
stories.html.

UF Provost Janie Fouke ar the North Pole.
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Healthy Drinking Water

When civil engineer Wendy Dimbero
Graham studied the impact of citrus crops
on Florida’s groundwater — the water sup-
ply for many people — she discovered there
were unhealthy levels of nitrates getting into
drinking water. The chemicals farmers use
in fertilizer and livestock feed can leach into
the earth, filter down through soil and rock
layers, and mix with the groundwater below.

This makes groundwater unhealthy to drink.

Wendy worked with farmers, scientists
and state regulators as she researched and
tested soil and plant specimens over a long
period of time. Her constant monitor-
ing and analysis helped farmers reduce
the amount of nitrates they were using,
Eventually the drinking water returned to jts
original high quality.

“Many people are often surprised by how
willing farmers are to protect the environ-
ment,” says Wendy. “They realize how sensi-
tive the environment is and how important
a healthy environment is to agriculture.”

Wendy Graham tests water along the Suwannee River,
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Irrigation
‘Round The Globe
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